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5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
“He approached, grasped her
hand, and helped her up.”
Mark 1:31

6th Sunday of Ordinary Time
“If you wish, you can
make me clean.”
Mark 1:41

Rector’s Corner

Greetings, and Happy New Year!

Before the transition to the New Year, | began exploring what | believed most | needed to do to welcome in 2012 in a new
and fresh way. What | found was insightful...but, not that surprising. Accordingly, I'd like to share with you what | now
claim as my “New Year’s Resolution” - to be more gentle in my life...in my personal life, in all the relationships |
participate in, and in how | go about in my daily ministry here at St Simon Peter. But, before | go on, | find it important to
define just what | mean by “being gentle,” or “gentleness” in general.

Webster’s dictionary defines gentle as “...free from harshness, sternness or violence.” It is about being generous and
kind in our approach to life and even to those we may differ with. Some of the attributes of being gentle might include
being kindly and patient. Gentleness, therefore, is the state of being gentle - mild in both one’s manner and disposition.
In scripture, we are instructed to be gentle with both ourselves and with each other, “Remind them to be subject to rulers
and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle,
and to show every courtesy to everyone.” (Titus 3:1-2) Why? Because even our Savior, Christ Jesus, lived his life in
gentleness and beacons to us to emulate His Way, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matt 11:29)

However, being gentler in our life covers a lot of ground...and can be applied to almost every facet of our daily routine.
However, one area I’'m convinced we all could be gentler in is how we communicate with each other...personally,
professionally, socio-economically, and even spiritually. Listening with emphasis on gentleness depends a great deal on
perspective: the position, context, or mitigating circumstances in which we hear and digest the information offered to us
as we communicate with one another. Even those professionally trained “listeners,” such as Spiritual Directors, admit to
the difficulty of hearing a client’s experiences or problems without coloring it somewhat by their own perspective. An
associate of mine, Eric Law, has written extensively about the art of listening, especially in reference of being Christ’s
community together, and offers the following in how we might learn to listen within “God’s grace margin”:

In the grace margin, we invite [each other] to come together and share and listen to each other. In
order to do that, we need to create an environment in which there is symmetry of authentic revelation,
compassionate listening, and reciprocal exchange of power. Creating such an environment is not so
easy....The first key to facilitating the grace margin needed is to ensure that the parties involved do not
enter the dialogue with legalistic and political motives. Instead, we need to redirect the encounter to
focus on relational issues...to learn from Jesus, who spent his time focusing on the needs of the people
whom he encountered. (Inclusion: Making Room for Grace, 2000.)

For me, this reveals that | need to listen from a more empathetic perspective. That’s how | have chosen to begin
my journey into living more gently in my life.

How about you? What growth area(s) might you need to address in your own life dealings; or, in your own spiritual
journey to become the person Christ may be leading you to be? | invite you to consider this deeply, and ponder

what changes of heart and new beginnings Christ may be leading you toward.

Blessings for the New Year, and for a discerning Lent! Your Servant in Christ....
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Announcements

Annual Parish Meeting: St. Simon Peter’s Annual Parish meeting convened on Sunday, 8 January, following the morning’s Eucharist. Many informative reports were
given, and the accomplishments of the previous year were highlighted. Extracts from what was presented can be found within this edition of the Mainsail. In addition, the
attendees elected four new Vestry members to serve three-year terms (as the Class of 2015) and one new Vestry member to serve a special one-year term (Class of 2013)
left vacant due to resignation. Bruce Bower was elected to serve in this special one-year capacity. Congratulations to the following as the Class of 2015:
Rita Barham
Mike Fricker
Lucie Magnus
Vicki Yaeger
We are also grateful for the faithfulness and service of those who have departed the Vestry in January: Josue Almada, Worth Barham (Senior Warden),
Donette Bower, Don Newton & Jay Hollis. Their diligence, time and talent have seen this parish through a difficult year...and have worked hard to keep St Simon Peter
a wonderful place to worship and serve. Well done, folks! Jay will continue as the Parish Treasurer...for which we are indebted to him for. We will install our new
Vestry during our worship time on Sunday, 15 January.
Along with electing new Vestry members, the gathering also affirmed the following Lay Delegates for the 181% Diocesan Convention to be convened this
February in Huntsville: Karla & Chris Conway, Josue’ Almada and Worth Barham (alternate.) Congratulations to all! More info on the agenda and resolutions to be
addressed during the convention will be shared electronically, as available.

Instructed Eucharist: For a while, many have asked about the proper way of receiving Holy Communion; or, have wondered why we celebrate the Holy Eucharist in
the manner that we do. As the first of several efforts to answer your questions, we will offer an Instructed Eucharist — which provides insight into both when and why to
the movements and orchestration of our Episcopal service — which also serves as the morning’s sermon or homily. We are planning to offer this Instructed Eucharist on
the 4™ Sunday after the Epiphany, January 29™. Please come.

Parish Bulletin Boards: Through the Parish, there are Bulletin Boards which provide much information about parish- and diocesan-related functions and activities. The
ones within the Parish Office hallway present information directed to each of you from both Carpenter House and the various ministries here at St Simon Peter. In the
entrance to the Parish Hall, boards offer everyone information about specific aspects of our ministries....from Cursillo, to our people, our local community, and even our
Youth’s activities. In addition, there is a special bulletin board dedicated for “parishioner mail,” where we will place mail received or generated for all parishioners, if
needed. Please check all our boards occasionally, especially with our Newsletter now being published quarterly. Electronic notifications on desired announcements will
continue, and all information can be found on the parish’s webpage www.stsimonpeter.org .

Lent Schedule: This year, Easter comes earlier. With such, we provide the following for your planning on Lenten season services and activities available here this year.

Tuesday, 21 February, 5:30-7pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Ash Wednesday, 22 February, noon & 6pm Imposition of the Ashes

Each Wednesday, 29 Feb-28 Mar, 6-7:30p Lenten Program & Meal
Sunday, 1 April Palm & Passion Sunday
Thursday, 5 April, 6pm Maundy Thursday Service
Friday, 6 April, noon Good Friday Service

Saturday, 7 April, 8am Holy Saturday Service

Sunday, 8 April, 9:30am Easter Day Eucharist

Hostesses & Hosts Needed! Thanks to everyone who participates in our weekly Hostess/Host program! Through your efforts, you have made new people how come to
visit with us feel warm and welcome. Also, a special thank you to all those who have supported our 1% Sunday Birthday celebrations during the past year by providing
those wonderful cakes that we enjoy each month together. There are still many unfilled slots on both signup sheets on the kitchen door. Why not become a part of this
very welcoming, vital way in which we share fellowship with one another.

The Upper Room: Our youth is working hard towards making the Upper Room a space they can gather and do those “youthful things” together (in a very churchly way,
of course!) As such, they are seeking donations of either things or monies so that they may furnish the room to make it their own “holy space.” There are Wish Lists
posted around the parish, so please take a moment to see if there is a way you can make one of their wishes come true. Questions to either Brandon Darby or Fr. Jeff.

Buildings and grounds: This is a plea to all parishoners...From time to time problems occur in the church. For example: lights don't come on, toilets fail to flush
properly, toilets get stopped up, faucets leak...with a church our size and age, the list could be endless. Please help me do my job promptly. If you discover a problem
that is not an emergency, please take a second to write a little note and leave in the office so Debbie can call me or call me at 515-9850. In case of an emergency please
contact me or Fr Jeff. Thanks for your help. Wayne Wilcox

Altar Flowers: Please remember that we maintain a weekly flower sign-up list for those wishing to Honor or remember those special people in our lives on the Parish
Bulletin Board in the office hallway. Most dates throughout the liturgical year are available where flowers are used to adorn the Sanctuary. All that is required is to sign
up on your preferred date and provide us with the persons' information; and, to continue to support this very important ministry by providing $25 or more in donations to
the office for each date requested. We rely on these contributions to purchase both the flowers and materials necessary for arranging them. Questions to Rita Barham or
to Debbie in the office.

Free Zumba Classes: Laurel Almada and Ana Berry will be offering a Zumba & Strength Exercise class for the members of St. Simon Peter. This is a trial run,
beginning in November, the class will be held on Thursdays at 5:15pm. There is no charge for the class. Thank you. Please contact Ana or Laurel for more information.

Eriday Night Movie/Game Night: Every other Friday night, several of our young families meet in the parish hall for dinner, games, movies and great fellowship. We
would like to invite you all to join us! This is a comfortable and relaxed setting to just kick back and have some fun! Bring your family & friends for dinner starting
around 6pm and stay for more fun afterwards. We usually send out an email with the menu and planned games or movies. If you would like to be added to this
notification list, please contact Lindsay or Melinda. Hope to see you there!
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Foundation: St. Simon Peter Episcopal Church

Have you remembered St Simon Peter in your estate planning??

This very question was posed to the vestry in the early spring of 2011. St Simon Peter was in a sense very lucky to be the beneficiary of a significant bequest from the
King family. At that time some of this money had been used to redo the sanctuary seating and floors, and correct some moisture issues. But your leadership realized we
had no formal process to replenish the trust and plan for future expenditures from the trust. We believed St Simon could do more in outreach and the trust created an
excellent springboard to achieve this endeavor. Therefore the vestry authorized me to investigate putting together a process for planned giving to the church.

An ad hoc committee consisting of Worth Barham, Liz Parsons, Karla Conway, John Rickards, and Wayne Wilcox was assembled with the idea of determining the
feasibility and structure of planned giving for our church. Members of the committee brought excellent credentials including; legal expertise, fund raising expertise,
endowment management expertise, and planned giving expertise. We worked diligently using ideas from our own background, the Episcopal Foundation of the National
church, and the Presbyterian Children’s Home to craft a FOUNDATION tailored to St Simon Peter Episcopal Church.

We wanted a way to encourage parishioners to give and we wanted to make giving a gift as easy as possible. But the real fruit of the labor was to develop a way to
distribute funds from the foundation that would be impactful and make a lasting difference.

A resolution was adopted by the vestry in November 2011 establishing the St Simon Peter Foundation Fund. In part the resolution stated : WHEREAS, Christian
stewardship involves the faithful management of all of God’s gifts-time, talent, the created world, and money, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated assets; ...
...that the purpose of the FUND is to enable the PARISH to fulfill its mission more completely by developing its ministries beyond what is possible through its annual
operating fund. Distribution from the FUND shall be limited to Mission for local and global ministries, including mission trips; Christian education; Worship and music
ministries; And donor directed gifts. The resolution also established the FOUNDATION FUND COMMITTEE which shall have oversight responsibility for the fund.

A striking pamphlet summarizing the main points of the Foundation was created by Karla and is available at several locations throughout the church and parish hall.
Please feel free to take one. The entire resolution can be found on the parish bulletin board in the hallway between the Rector’s office and the parish hall.

If you have any interest in long term giving to the church or would like to ask questions about the foundation | encourage you to contact any one of the members on the
Foundation Fund Committee. Worth Barham, Liz Parsons, Karla Conway and John Rickards. It is my hope that everyone in the Parish will become a benefactor.

“What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others and the world remains and is immortal.” Albert Pine

Wayne Wilcox
Junior Warden

Tornado Relief Update, Dec 2011

Thank you to all who have contributed to the Shoal Creek Disaster Relief effort, either through donations or by lending a hand in the work we are doing and will continue
to do.
I have been blessed to be your eyes and ears on the ground in this effort and it has been a very rewarding experience for me. Thank you for putting your trust in me.

Over the past several months there have been many trips to the Shoal Creek Valley and to Birmingham to attend meetings. These were necessary to determine the needs of
the residents and establish ways in which we could help those who have suffered through this disaster.

The Baptist Association (Dr. Ben Chandler) was very helpful and encouraged me through most of this period of time, as well as the United Way of Birmingham and
FEMA. Currently, many of the funded projects are being turned over to the Birmingham Habitat for Humanity Affiliate for supervision of the construction. In meetings
with Birmingham Habitat, they are most grateful for local assistance and | will try to help them out as | am able, with your support. | expect that this effort will carry on
well into 2012 and maybe even beyond.

Some of the things we (collectively) have done are: build a deck and wheelchair ramp for the Alverson family (see pictures on the bulletin board) helped put up drywall at
the Hansen home, with the help of a crew from Grace Church in Camden South Carolina, installed insulation and wall board at the Lang’s home, installed insulation in the
Smith house as well as clean up there, and recently, we provided material for and built a deck and wheelchair ramp for the Dickinson Family.

In addition, volunteers from our church assisted in conducting a survey of needs along the Shoal Creek Road, which has resulted in a database being prepared to better
manage the recovery effort.

And, of course, you very generously provided Christmas for three families in the Shoal Creek Valley. | have spoken with each of these families and I can tell you that they
are all very thankful for everything they have received.

We have received financial support from the Diocese of Alabama and have been informed that there will be additional help in 2012. Grace Church in Camden, SC sent a
crew here in Nov, and we expect another youth group from Needham, Mass to be here in April to also help out.

Over the next few months, | will try to identify projects which we as a church can work on. One of the greatest needs is for people to do the work. Shoal Creek is a rural
area and there is not a ready supply of labor, so when we go to build a deck for example, it is important that we are able to bring workers with us. We have had good
support from local businesses (Home Depot in particular) offering discounts.

My thanks to Bruce Bower, Josue Almada, Shawn Knepper, my friends Tiger Covey, Steve Hansen and Cary DeMotte and especially Wayne Wilcox for all your efforts in
spending time and effort helping the folks in Shoal Creek.

Respectfully submitted,
John V. Rickards
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STSP 2012 Final Budget Report

2011 2011 Over / Under 2012
Budget Actual Budget Budget

Plate Offerings $ 30,000 $ 37,720 % 7,720 $ 30,000
Pledges 155,000 149,486 (5,514) 151,390
Other 7,500 18,454 10,954 26,887

Total Sources of Cash $ 192,500 $ 205,660 $ 13,160 $ 208,277
Salaries and Benefits 133,274 132,266 (1,008) 132,944
Church Operations 40,400 48,009 7,609 53,400
Outreach Programs 16,750 26,083 9,333 24,984

Total Uses of Cash $ 190,424 % 206,358 $ 15,934 $ 211,328
Net Incr (Decr) in Cash-
Operations $ 2,076 $ (698) $ (2,774) $ (3,051)
Outreach as % of Income 9.1% 13.9% 4.9% 13.8%
Capital Improvements &
Fixtures $ 2000 $ 2,069 $ 69 $ 2,000

In the spirit of STSP parish history, Mrs. Anne Powell has graciously written this little excerpt for us on the
painting hanging above the couch in the parish hall. We would like to include your stories of tradition and history
as well! Please feel free to send them in to be shared in our next quarterly publication.

Send your entries to stsimonpeter.webteam@gmail.com.

Stations of the Cross — Jesus is condemned and takes up the cross

This pastel is part of a “Stations of the Cross” series done by Miriam Jackson McClung. Drawing on the Promises Studio, Birmingham, AL 35213. (205)
956-2763. Email: miriammcclung@earthlink.net.

This representation is located on Highland Avenue, across from the old Highland Park Club and Golf Course. Miriam’s family was involved in the
development of this part of Birmingham and her grandparents lived in one of the homes above the “stairs.” Jackson Reality has long been a part of the
Birmingham Business Community.

The picture has the typical stations imagery, but also cars on the road, a boy on a bicycle, and the golf course in the background. Miriam says that we need to
remember that we too crucify Christ each day. Each of the pictures in the series carry a similar theme. The painting came to St. Simon Peter through gifts
from individuals who made the purchase possible. Miriam had come to visit when the parish hall was new and the walls bare. She offered to loan the
painting so it could be seen in an appropriate setting. Many fell in love with it, and did not want it to leave.

Originally it hung on the wall at the end of the parish hall and dominated the room. Later it was moved to the present location — a more intimate setting.

Happy Birthday to...

January: Primrose Dikeman, Kaitlyn Noble, Jason Freeman, Bruce Canoles, Lloyd Yonkers, Phyllis Brown, Adam Eaton, Bennett Fisher, Scott Moreland,
Kathryn Mitchell, Amy Landis Hopkins, Maggie Allinder, Johnny Berry, Magan Walker, Ralf Dulaney Il, Rhonda Martin, Joseph Fancher, Charles Hall,
Rosa Holland, Rachel Notar, Riley Hollis, Aaron Knepper, Anna Hollis.

February: Doug Blankenship, Michael Dikeman Jr., Nancy Kilgroe, Jan Canoles, Mark Powell, Dianne DeShazer, Margaret Fisher Sims, Mike Gibson,
Trudy Berlin, Peggy Blankenship, Glynn Grant, Larkin Powell.

March: Chris Conway, Eric Knepper Jr. (Shawn), Christopher Hayes, Mark Engelbrecht, Pat Knepper, Marilyn Windham, Conni Hollis, Amy Walker,
Patricia Hennessy, Logan Freeman, Belinda Allinder, Kirsten Lewis, Jeffery Garner, Rodney Holland, Kylie Williams, Jim Barnes, Mary Barbara Adams,
Judy Glenn.
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Special Holiday Story

It has been a mad rush to get Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year comings and goings. Food to take every time you leave the
house. Waking in the morning and trying to remember where | had to go. The same every year, Except this year.

When | volunteered to help in Shoal Creek , | had no idea where this was taking me. While knocking on doors and trying to get a
feel of where people were after the tornados. Helping to find out who needed the help and where to help. | knocked on the door of
the fire chief in Shoal Creek. His wife invited us in and showed us pictures and talked about how her husband had landed in the
river in the fire truck. She told me how she was trying to get thinks finalized for some people who slipped thru the cracks. |
mentioned if she found that some needed help for Christmas , | could get my Church to help. I left her my number not thinking |
would hear from her, but 2 days later she called. She gave me names of neighbors who had lost everything, did not have insurance
to cover, or spent what they had on repairs and medical expenses.

The tornados that went thru that valley over 6 months ago was a life changing experience for many. Many told me their story and
would point to a tree that was held up by another narrowly missing the bedroom where the children slept. They pointed out where
trees had once stood, where things wrapped around trees that were still standing. Where this house or that house once stood. How
after 6 months what they had accomplished or what they had not. How a tree had come thru the roof right where “we would have
been except for....... ” How a riding lawn mower wound up down the road wadded up in a ball. And one statement brought it all
home for me saying “I’ve walked this valley and have never found even a chip of my china.” I cannot even imagine everything just
disappearing.

But I did not hear one angry voice only thanks to a God who could move mountains. I heard “Help my neighbor he lost so much.”
This was a humbling experience for me.

And when asked what help they needed they would say they only wanted a Christmas tree This year | saw Christ everywhere |
looked. As Our Church accepted the challenge to give to people who had lost everything | felt each wrapped present to my soul.
When | had initially started this with my only thought was if that happened to my children | would want someone to help them. But
after personally getting to know these families and crying and laughing together it is so much more.

| wanted everyone at St. Simon Peter to know what they have done. You have touched lives. You made a difference. So when you
wake on Christmas morning, think about these 3 families who will have something under their tree to start a new life and that as a
community we have helped.

Debbie Cearley

During the week:

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
Following Worship Services

Sunday Choir Practice
The Holy Eucharist
Fellowship Time

Adult Sunday School Following Fellowship Time
EYC/YPF 5:30 p.m.
Monday AA 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday Cursillo Reunion Group #1 5:00 p.m.
AA 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Cursillo Reunion Group #3 9:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m.
Needle Work Ministry 1:00 p.m.
Thursday Cursillo Reunion Group #2 6:30 p.m.
(1st & 3rd Thursdays)
Zumba & Strength Classes 5:15 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.
AA/ ALANON 7:00 p.m.
Friday Family Movie/Game Night 6:00 p.m.

(every other Friday)

Office hours for St. Simon Peter Church are Monday — Thursday, 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. (Lunch normally mid-day)
In case of pastoral emergency outside these office hours, please contact Fr. Jeff at (205) 338-2882 (home) or
(205) 753-0047 (cell).

7th Sunday of Ordinary Time
“When Jesus saw their faith,
he said to the paralytic,
‘Child, your sins are forgiven.’”
Mark 2:5

1st Sunday of Lent

“The kingdom of God
is at hand.”
Mark 1:15

2nd Sunday of Lent
“So they kept the matter to
themselves, questioning what
rising from the dead meant.”
Mark 9:10

3rd Sunday of Lent
“Take these out of here, and
stop making my Father’s house
a marketplace.”
John 2:16
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St. Simon Peter
Episcopal Church
3702 Mays Bend Road
Pell City, AL 35128

Phone (205) 884-0877

Revolving Weekly Schedule:

1% & 3" Mondays
12noon Kiwanis

Each Tuesday
12noon Rotary

Tuesdays / Thursdays
7:00pm AA Group
(Garden Room)

Each Wednesday
10:00am Holy Unction &
HE II, followed by Bible / Book Study

1:00pm  Knitting Group
(Garden Room)

Thursdays
7:00pm  Choir Practice
7:00pm  ALANON
7:00pm AA Group

4th Sunday of Lent
“But whoever lives the truth
comes to the light.”
John 3:21

Quarterly Calendar of Events (January — March 2012)

8Jan - Annual Parish Meeting (Election of VVestry / Convention Delegates)
15 - Vestry Meeting (following Sunday School)|
16 - Parish Office Closed (MLK Day)
21 - Men’s Group (8am @ Church)
DOK (9am in Chapel)
24 - Hospital Auxiliary Meeting (9am-2pm in Parish Hall)
29 - Instructed Eucharist
4Feb - DOK (9am in Chapel)
5 - Birthday Sunday
6 - Finance Meeting (6:30pm in Library)
16-18 - DOIALA Annual Convention (in Huntsville)
18 - Men’s Group (8am in Parish Hall)
DOK (9am in Chapel)
19 - Last Sunday in Epiphany and The Transfiguration
Vestry (following Sunday School)
21 - Shrove Tuesday Dinner (5-7pm in Parish Hall)
22 - Ash Wednesday (Imposition of Ashes at 12 noon and 6pm)
23 - Lent Begins
29 - Wednesday Lenten Program & Meal (6-7:30pm)
2-4 Mar - Happening (Epiphany, Guntersville)
3 - DOK (9am in Chapel)
Vestry Workday w/ Rev Pat Wingo (Pond House, 9am-4pm)
4 - Birthday Sunday
5 - Finance Meeting (6:30pm in Library)
7 - Lenten Program & Meal (6-7:30pm in Parish Hall)
14 - St Clair Outreach Meeting (noon-1pm)
Lenten Program & Meal (6-7:30pm in Parish Hall)
17 - Men’s Group (8am in Parish Hall)
DOK (9am in Chapel)
Cursillo Staff Training (Camp McDowell)
18 - Vestry Meeting (following Sunday School)
21 - Lenten Program & Meal (6-7:30pm in Parish Hall)
22-25 - Spiritual Retreat — A Brave New World (Camp McDowell)
28 - Lenten Program & Meal (6-7:30pm in Parish Hall)
1Apr - Palm / Passion Sunday & Birthday Sunday
2 - Finance Meeting (6:30pm in Library)
5 - Maundy Thursday Service (6pm)
6 - Good Friday & Stations of the Cross (beginning at Noon)
7 - Holy Saturday Morning Prayer (8am)
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt (10:00am)
8 - Easter Sunday Principle Service (9:30am)

Office hours for St. Simon Peter Church are Monday — Thursday, 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. (Lunch normally mid-day)
In case of pastoral emergency outside these office hours, please contact Fr. Jeff at (205) 338-2882 (home) or (205)
753-0047 (cell).

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Call for new Newsletter Publisher & Webmaster!!! We are looking for a new person or two to take
on the monthly STSP Mainsail Newsletter as well as the STSP website. Due to both school and family requirements, Lindsay will
be stepping down as the newsletter editor and webmaster after two years. This is simply a process of collecting inputs, dates &
other information from parishioners & Fr Jeff, and then placing them together for publication. If you are interested in taking on
these important ministries please contact Lindsay or Fr Jeff. Thank you!

We’'re on the Web!

http://www.stsimonpeter.org

E-mail: stsp_rector@centurytel.net
Episcopal Diocese of Alabama: http://www.dioala.org
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